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Overseas Outlooks
Around the world, from Canada to Aus­
tralia, from Latin America to the Soviet 
Union, in Western Europe and Japan, 57 
University of Maine undergraduate and 
graduate students are enrolled in Study 
Abroad programs this fall, and four are 
involved in student teaching experiences 
abroad. More students will participate 
during the spring semester. Wherever 
they go, these students, like the 50 
returned Study Abroad students current­
ly on campus, will bring back to Maine 
an invaluable international perspective of 
the U.S.A, and the world.
Study Abroad is an academic experi­
ence where UM students, with the prior 
approval of their academic college and 
department, may receive credit towards 
their degree. They work closely with aca­
demic advisors to choose the most appro­
priate institution in which to study and 
to select a range of courses that will fulfill 
degree requirements here. The role of fac­
ulty and the academic college is 
paramount to a successful study abroad 
experience, for both validate the opportu­
nity and provide the assurance to stu­
dents that Study Abroad is valued by the 
University.
Study Abroad is now receiving world­
wide support with the acknowledgment 
that this is an era of “globalism." There is 
a national mandate to greatly increase 
the number of American students who 
have an international study experience, 
one with sufficient duration for students 
to become immersed in another culture. 
It calls for 10 percent of American uni­
versity students to study abroad by the 
year 2000. Nationally only about 2 per­
cent of students do so. At UM less than 
.5 percent are involved. In its report on 
pluralism, the University of Maine Sys­
tem strongly supported international and 
multicultural study experience for all 
students. To meet these ends, the Office 
of International Programs assists faculty 
and students by providing opportunities 
to establish linkages and exchange agree­
ments with other institutions throughout 
the world, and fosters multicultural edu­
cational opportunities in the U.S.
The long-range goal of Study Abroad 
programs throughout the United States 
is to increase the number and diversity of 
opportunities for students. All interested 
and qualified students should be encour­
aged to participate regardless of their 
personal circumstances. Students might 
look beyond the traditional Western 
European opportunities because their 
interests and qualifications might take 
them to other areas of the world. They 
should attempt to acquire sufficient lan­
guage skills to begin communication in 
“the language of their colleagues and 
customers,” and at least be sensitive to 
their inability to communicate effectively 
in the local language with those in other 
areas.
The cost of participation in Study 
Abroad programs varies widely from that 
similar to what is charged on the home 
campus, ranging to considerably more. 
However, a student’s financial aid may be 
used to fund the experience and actually 
increased to cover additional costs. Stu­
dents who are not eligible for financial 
assistance on their home campus may 
receive assistance if program costs 
exceed their ability to cover them. To 
counter the financial burdens of Study 
Abroad, UM has established some resi­
dent-rate tuition programs, and non-cur- 
rency exchange programs and always 
looks for opportunities to set up more. 
Study Abroad aspires to the establish­
ment of an endowment fund that would 
provide scholarship assistance for stu­
dents. It is hoped that alumni/alumnae 
and Maine businesses with international 
markets might wish to contribute. 
Already, an alumni fund has been desig­
nated to receive contributions for student 
study abroad participation.
The Study Abroad program is coordi­
nated by Mary Jo Sanger, under the 
direction of the Office of International 
Programs. She works with about 30 fac­
ulty program coordinators who guide stu­
dents in their application and participa­
tion in a number of specific programs 
throughout the world. Additional pro­
gram opportunities are available through 
Study Aboard.
The National Student Exchange Pro­
gram (NSE) is also coordinated by this 
office. Through NSE, students have the 
opportunity to spend up to one academic 
year at almost 100 state-supported 
institutions throughout the U.S. Those 
who do, develop a sense of the great mul­
ticultural diversity within this country. 
Students have an opportunity to take 
courses, perhaps not available on this 
campus, that complement programs 
here.
The Study Abroad office works con­
stantly with several groups of students: 
those who are investigating the opportu­
nities for a study away experience; stu­
dents who are away; those who have 
returned—to help them share their expe­
riences and put them into perspective; 
international students who are partici­
pating in a Study Abroad program at the 
University of Maine; visiting NSE stu­
dents; and our alumni/alumnae who 
have studied abroad.
Since the beginning of the semester, the 
Study Abroad office has been very active. 
There have been welcoming receptions 
for the visiting international Study 
Abroad students, visiting NSE students, 
and the UM Study Abroad returned stu­
dents. This latter group is encouraged to 
participate in campus-wide events to pro­
mote international education. The Study 
Abroad office has held workshops for the 
returned students on how to put their 
international experiences to work in 
anticipating a career area or graduate 
school. It participated in Family and 
Friends Weekend and had a major cam- 
pus-wide informational Study Away Fair. 
With the returned students, it has regu­
lar evening programs in residence halls 
to promote international study opportu­
nities. The Study Abroad Office keeps in 
constant touch with our returned stu­
dents and has regular newsletters for 
these Study Abroad Students and NSE 
students on campus. The “Maine Away” 
program maintains contact with "Away" 
students to keep them abreast of campus 
information and to assist with adminis­
trative requirements. The office hosted a 
Homecoming reception for Study Abroad 
alumni/alumnae to which our returned 
students were invited. Its purpose was to 
review friendships and continue "net­
working.” Finally, the office works con­
stantly to develop more opportunities for 
international study and research for fac­
ulty and students.
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